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l.

) : The layirg of 7,230 kilems?
length of irack 123,38

tives and 472,000 freight -

salled fex. 771 willicn toma of freight and ectually was surpes

795 millicy

The average daily

metérs.

The fiva year pian rwming frem 1946 16.1950 envisaged ambitious acccmplishments.

oma of track was pianned whicH would raise tha total
~“wilometers, The ccmstructien of 7,585 steam losomo-
sars wag alsc acheduled, )

Thig made 8 total of 600 pillfon tom kilo~

te8.,
1950 was plammed as

1cading of freight cars ler

4ens were 1rans

115,00C cars snc this was cxnesded witk & dally average cf 118,000 oars,

2.

where there
losomotives

railrcad linas.

and an inor

gtations subetentiain

3.
1iave that

I kpow that
an eleatrio ralircad frem MineralnyeVody

out of the

Baly runs to Surakhany Satunshiy.

I Aontt know cf any
but thers 1s & laxge

I'm got certain wnisn Arsas have elootrified rlilrcl.dar at thie
08,

4oend towands Diessl cr steam jcoomotives for the »ajircads,
mucber of teth types of Josomctives. In the scutbern axveas
15 & shortage of water and ooal thare 1o & ‘iarger nunmber of Diesel

. 1t is ry opinion that there will be moce alectrifisation of the
The reascres therefor are mi: in the convenience of operation
eased raxgla of Wﬁ“' The ipsreased acomstruction of aleatris power
shis bel: of.

Lima, but I be-
Mogaow and Leningrad.
. there 18
to Mosoow, but I o> unoertain how far
these eisctrified lines extend, The elaairis reilroed from
There 18 also o separata 1ins for stex= lcso-

gheve ape suoh 1ines in Minera
thers iz sueh a 1lize in Bal

gities

motives sxiendirg intc Baku.

be

Gonerally the eisairls icoomotives &re used

peesanger trainy,

lcaomotivea, one pulling and one puhi‘gain‘horne
1N,

in tranaporting both freight and
however, there &rs gensrally two

In the pessénger trains, g
1n ths fraight trains they

have only one lcoomotive ulling the

-

The general
of two-axle
for the lenger distances,

sondltion of passenger=-iype roliing stoak is pooT. There ars & 1ot
car3 available for shert xuns and & limited mumber of four=-axle oars
Most of tha phssenger SIS &9 old types and thare &re
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s+ trains ars gansrally bwelve to foeuriesn
cars in lengit end one of tr ; arally number six, is'a so-called ccmfortable
car, An inoreased fare 15 1evisd ¢n pecple riding in this car, Often car hunber seven
is also & ccmforteble cer, bui this car is reserved for military officers and it is

very diffieult ¢ buy o tiskat for it, If you heve the money for the extra fare on

car mimber gix you osr gensrally get a seat in thai ecar,

onily a very iew somicriabie 2

6. Mecst of the passezger cers are ¢f a4 type known as the platskartnyy vagon or a reserved
seat car literaily. The seatrs cn this type of cur are not reserved, however. This type
of car is fitted cu wiik penzhelike ceats which are arranged in various ways. The
cars are divided intc two or mere sectlons and there are a varying mmber of ceats in
the individual compartments. The foureaxle comforteble ocars are about thirieen meters
long and have eight sesticas which seat eight tc ien people per section. The benches
mev he ticketed as s22ts for twe cr three people cr the places may be sold as sleeping
benches, In a four-axls car witn three compurtmenis there are about forty sleeping
accomodations, Twc-axle sars generally de noh have any sections or divisiens.

T e R

7 The bearings frequentiy burn cut en thess platskartnyy-type cars and are the chiefl
cause feor thew teilng put cul «of c¢ravetlon,.

% 8, There 1s arother type of car whisb is used for trenspoerting prisoners and it is called
) an arrestanskiy vagon. There is usually a% least one of these cars on every train, A4s
far as I know it is nct used feor tramsperting any one type of prisoner,

9. Since the erd of Werld War il a two-year prison sentence hes beer established for un-
authorized riding of a freight *rain,

10, The ocondition of the rolling steck fo» hauling cargo is better than the passenger .
equipment ani sonsiderable effcrt is being made to furthew improve the quality and quanti:
ty of the former, The majerity of the freigit cars used tc be of the two-axle type, but
due to the scmeentraiion cf produstion or the four-sxle type, the laiter are probably
mcre pumerous than the former, The basic types of rolling stock for tramsporting carge

are as follows:

Freight oar (vagon) - This is & olosed freight car; the two-axle type is usually ca‘pable
of nauling 16 to 20 tons of sargo and the four-axle type can Jaul
50 toms, This type of oar is sometimes used as 4 ocatile car, and
in sush cases alr holes ave opsned in the car for ventilatlon.

| Flat car (platform) -~ This is an open flat caxr; the two-axle types san ocarry 16 to 20
tons &nd the four—exls type sarries 50 tons, This type is elso
used as a cattle sar and in such cases elats and & rcof are con-
structad for protesting the livestook.

Gondoia (gondcle) - This 13 an cpen freigat aar whioch is used in the trensporiing of
agrgo gcucz as ocal, This type oar has four axlca and sen oarry
5Q to ) tong,

Tank cars (tslstern) This is used for transporting patroleum products and liquid fuels
and bas =ither two or four axlas, oapable of carrying twenty or
forty tons respsotively,

Refrigerator oar =~ 1 think that this ocar is beth the two and four-sxle iype, oapable
(kholodilnik) of carrying 20, 40, and 50 tons,

Lo With yegard to the organisaticn ¢f tha treine, I am not famdlisr wiih any rules governing
the physigal arrangement of ssra. I do kmow *.hnt ﬁnﬂtlly the freight oars ocarryring
the more valuable and fragile oars are placed in ihe middle of the traing where the
8w is lese pronounaed tharn on <he ends of the train, Tuls type of oargs wouid in-
olude trumente, mechinevy and engines, Passenger cars ave genorally hauled in sg=
parats trains and are net lasludel ight %reins, Thers is anoiher ganeral pragtice
of a similar nature established for tank oars, The tank care are usuall)-hauled in es-
parate traina and are not mingled wilh other types of freight cars. Thare are usually
shout Iifty oars mer traln.

12, The majority of all types of ¢lling stook have air brakes (hunf,aovl and also & .
Vestinghouse brake, 1 haard that the Weat s2 brake was unrelisble ae it 4idn't
trake steadily and tended to damage the wheels., I haven't seen this tgc of brake singe
t90 end of World War I, I saw aome mechanical brakes on small oare, but all of the
larger freight sars ara squipped with airbrakes,

13, Trare are frequent dPreakdowns in tha cperation of the trains in the USSR, Thie is prinoi-
paliy dus %o the extremely heavy lceds that the irains are cbliged to haul., The heavy
tonnage oauses & rapid deterioration of rolling stook and track with resultant disrup-
ticns of service, most frequent dlsrupticns in cpereticnsa cosur s & result of ocars
leaving the tracks due to the unaven condition of the rosdbeds, In the regions nerth ef
Saratov ancther major ocause of scaoidents is the hsavy smowfalls reoeived in those reglons,

major railroad asoidents which ocourred and were than saed from hhe 2521
Ve, the Summer or Spring of 1950 an assident happensd near {formerly - -
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Urbakh) -when a train cf cars parted from the locomotive near the top of a hill.

The fréight cars ran away and leaped the tracx in a railroad ststion. All of lie
freight and the 10 or 15 cars involved were & total loss, In the winter of 1949-1950
‘there was an ummsually heavy snowfall in the area around Astrakhan, A passenger train
was stranded in the snow drifts and a loss of 100 lives occurred. No mention cf this

disaster was ever printed in the newspapers.

14 mm the Sovie* Zone of Germany I saw no Soviet rolling stock in that
’ T ever seen any German rolling stcek in the USSR, I suspected that a 25X1
Gerran plent near Leipzig was produeing roiling stock for the Sovlets, but I am not

certain, 2a far as I know ali Soviei trains ar
;he cargo reloaded on trains of European gauge. 25X1

15 The only plamis-which I know to be ergaged in the production of :olling stock for the
railroads are the Leningrad Railroad Car Building Plant i/n Egorov and the Bryansk
Car Building Plant., I know nothing ebout the volumes of production of these plants.

- end -
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